FOLLOWING A LIANA.                           9!

But poor Fragoso, abandoned and miserable, having
eaten nothing for forty hours, astray in the forest, had for
an instant lost his head, and we know the rest

" My friend," said Benito to him," you will go back with
us to the fazenda of Iquitos ?"

"Withpleasure," replied Fragoso; "you cut me down,
and I belong to you. I must somehow be dependent,"

" Well, dear mistress, don't you think we did well to
continue our walk ?" asked Lina.

"That I do!" returned the girl.

w Never mind," said Benito ; " I never thought that we
should finish by finding a man at the end of the cipo,"

" And, above all, a barber in difficulties, and on the road
to hang himself!" replied Fragoso,

The poor fellow, who was now wide awake, was told
about what had passed. He warmly thanked Lina for the
good idea she had had of following the liana, and they all
started on the road to the fazenda, where Fragoso was
received in a way that gave him neither wish nor want to
try his wretched task again.